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THE DECISION

Cabinet approved the following modified decision:

(i) To approve the grant recommendations set out in the attached Appendix 1 
with the following changes:
 EU Welcome Project: recommended amount of £27,000 in 2013/14, 

£25,110 in 2014/15 and £23,352 in 2015/16.
 Saints Foundation: recommended amount of £17,281 towards the 

project funding on the understanding the council will facilitate 
discussions with Southampton Football Club to explore match funding 
for the balance. 

 Southampton School Sports: recommended amount of £5,400 as a one 
off grant in 2013/14 to enable them to look for other sources of funding. 

(ii) To delegate authority to the Communities and Improvement Manager, 
following consultation with the Cabinet Member for Efficiency and 
Improvement, to allocate Community Chest grants during the year until the 
new Small Grants Programme takes effect.

(iii) To delegate authority to the Senior Manager, Communities, Change and 
Partnerships, following consultation with the Cabinet Member for Efficiency 
and Improvement, to agree a process for a One-Off Grant Scheme, should 
sufficient funding become available.

(iv) To delegate authority to the Senior Manager, Communities Change and 
Partnerships, following consultation with the Cabinet Member for Efficiency 
and Improvement, to:
 determine transitional relief, where appropriate, where grants have been 

reduced or discontinued

 do anything necessary to give effect to allocation of grants for 2013/14 
to 2015/16.



(v) To meet the costs of agreed transitional relief, where appropriate, where 
grants have been reduced or discontinued, from contingencies, following 
consultation with the Head of Finance and IT and the Cabinet Member for 
Resources.

REASONS FOR THE DECISION

1. Southampton City Council has a long history of supporting the contribution of 
the voluntary and community sector in the City with grants, contracts, spot 
purchases (such as room hire or training) and other support in kind.

2. The grant awards process was reviewed in consultation with voluntary and 
community groups in the City between July 2011 and August 2012.  On 21 
August 2012, Cabinet agreed the new outcomes-based Commissioned Grants 
Programme.  This is the first round of applications to be considered under the 
new programme.

DETAILS OF ANY ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS

1. The grant applications requested more than double the proposed grants 
budget.  Therefore, the option of awarding all applicants the full amount they 
requested was considered and rejected as this would have meant that the 
Council would have had to find an additional sum of money in the region of 
£1.8 million in 2013/14 (£5.35 million over 3 years).

2. Awarding no grants was considered and rejected as the City’s residents would 
lose access to a wide range of important services and it could put many 
voluntary organisations in the City at risk of closure.

OTHER RELEVANT MATTERS CONCERNING THE DECISION

Representations were received and taken into account from the following 
organisations:

CLEAR, City Eye, Community Play Link, EU Welcome, Groundwork Solent, Mount 
Pleasant Media Workshop, Soco Music Project, Society of St James, Solent Credit 
Union, Solent Sea Rescue Organisation, Southampton Advice and Representation 
Centre, The Hampshire and Wight Trust for Maritime Archaeology and Southampton 
Nuffield Theatre Trust. 

Recommendations from Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee, 19th 
February 2013 were received and taken into account:

On consideration of the briefing paper relating to the forthcoming Cabinet Decision 
“Grants to Voluntary Organisations 2013/14 to 2015/16” the Committee 
recommended that:

a. Cabinet assure themselves that adequate funding has been allocated to those 
organisations that:



 Protect and support the most vulnerable and provide advice for those in 
need at a time of acute pressures:

 Compliment the Council’s substantial investment in promoting 
Southampton’s cultural offering and the related economic development 
opportunities; and 

 Have the capacity to lever in additional investment into the City.  
b. the Cabinet Member for Efficiency and Improvement circulates to the 

Committee details of the cost of the grant assessment process; and 
c. the Cabinet member for Efficiency and Improvement reconsiders proposed 

funding awards for those organisations that are able to fund initiatives from 
their own resources. 
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